
 

 

Charter Application Response Guidelines 
Overview              

• Function of a Response: Applicant groups may use their response to (a) amend their charter application, (b) point out factual 
inaccuracies in the recommendation provided by the third-party evaluator, or (c) some combination of both (a) and (b).  The 
third-party evaluator may use the interview as an opportunity to ask follow-up questions to information included in a response. 

 
• Who Should Submit a Response: Any applicant group has the the option to submit amendments to their application or to 

identify any factual inaccuracies. 
 

• Submission Instructions: Your response should be clearly labeled with the name of your non-profit organization and saved as 
a PDF file of no more than three pages.  As indicated in the table below you will have the opportunity to respond to the 
evaluator’s draft and official recommendations.  All responses should be submitted via the Department’s FTP portal no later than 
3:00pm on the date indicated below. 

 
Response to Draft Recommendation Due: Monday, May 12 

Response to Official Recommendation Due: Monday, July 7 

Amendments              

The response process provides all charter applicants with an opportunity to adjust their proposals so that proposals align 
more closely with the needs of Louisiana’s students.   

Your charter group may make an amendment to your application in response to one or more of the Recommendation Drivers that 
the third-party evaluator provides in their recommendation Executive Summary.  Please use the feedback that you have received 
from the evaluator’s reviews to understand the logic behind the evaluator’s Recommendation Drivers.  If your amendment 
addresses a Recommendation Driver, please identify the Driver to which you are responding.  

In your amendment you may also articulate a change to any element of a document you submitted, including, but not limited to the 
geography in which you plan to locate, the type of charter you would like to operate, your target student population, your budget 
assumptions, or any admissions criteria that you included in your initial proposal. 

The evaluator will take responses into consideration when crafting official recommendations and the Department will consider 
responses when making recommendations to BESE. 

Factual Inaccuracies             

The response process provides all applicants with the opportunity to ensure that the evaluator’s Recommendation Drivers 
are based on correct information. 

Your charter group may point out factual inaccuracies in the evaluator’s review. If the inaccuracy is part of the rationale for a 
Recommendation Driver, please identify the Driver. 

Please do not use the response process to contest the evaluator’s interpretation of a fact. 


